
HCP NON-NATIVE ANIMAL 

SPECIES REMOVAL
Comal River System 



SECTION 5.2.4 OF THE EACHP: 

CONTROL OF HARMFUL 

NON-NATIVE ANIMAL SPECIES 

¤ Provides that the City of New Braunfels will implement a program 
to control non-native animal species within the Comal River 
System

¤ Target species include:

¤ SuckermouthCatfish (and other Loricariidaesp.)

¤ Tilapia

¤ Giant RamshornSnail

¤ Nutria

¤ SWCA contracted in 2013 by CONB 

¤ Annual Budget: $75,000

¤ Targeted non-native species have been shown to cause adverse 
impacts to fountain darters and their habitat.



METHODS & GOALS

¤Primary removal methods:

ü SuckermouthCatfish- gill netting, fykenets, and spear 
fishing

ü Tilapia- gill netting, fykenets, and spear fishing

ü Nutria- baited box-traps

ü Snails- hand picked by divers

¤Removed species are weighed and measured

¤SWCA performs large-scale removal efforts on a monthly basis. 
Each monthly visit is 2-3 days and utilized 3-5 SWCA staff 
(approx. 20-22 workdays/ yr)

¤Goal: Eliminate or maintain the density of non-native animal 
species at suppressed levels to minimize their impact to the 
Comal River ecosystem



Species of Concern

Nutria

Suckermouth CatfishTilapia

Ramshorn Snail



Setting Gill Nets in LandaLake




